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   The groundhog predicted 

   an early spring.  I sure hope 

so. I am sure all Scouters are ready to spend time in 

the outdoors without shivering.  There are still cold 

days ahead, but spring is coming, and summer is just 

around the corner. 

 On Saturday night, February 24th the Virginia 

Headwaters Council Honors event celebrated the 

accomplishments of our 2023 Eagle Scouts and 

recognized some dedicated Scouters.  The Council had 

65 Eagle Scouts last year, but only 20 or so attended 

the Honors celebration.  We need to do better.  If your 

Scout is within reach of the Eagle award this year, 

please remember to make plans for the family to 

attend the Honors event, next February 22, 2025.  It is 

a special night with the spotlight on amazing 

achievements.  

 Our Council seems to be moving forward and gaining 

momentum in our recovery.  We are currently 

working toward financial stability and our 

membership was positive for the end of last 

year.  Both finances and membership require constant 

attention to ensure that neither slips back into the 

negative.  Finances depend on our Friends of Scouting 

to be a success.  We have a luncheon on March 

4th with the eye towards raising money for our 

Council from people that support the mission of 

Scouting but are not currently involved with the 

program.  I wish we could raise all the money we need 

from such donors.  However, for the present we still 

must look to our Scouting families for donations to the 

Friends of Scouting campaign to sustain our financial 

situation.  This year our Friends of Scouting campaign 

is focused on an investment in Camp Shenandoah.  I 

know membership fees, uniforms, camp, equipment 

can add up very quickly, but please consider a 

donation this year and every year to Friends of 

Scouting.  “Own Your Day” at Camp 

Shenandoah.  Consider it an investment in the 

leadership of the future.    

 Scouting is a membership organization.  If we are not 

growing, we are failing.  The more youth we have in 

our units, the more fun and adventure.  Sometimes if 

feels like Scouting is the best kept secret 

around.  Well, let’s change that.  Everyone needs to 

know what a great program we have for youth and 

adults.  Yes, we need more youth and more adult 

volunteers.  Please spread the word about the things 

our programs offer; outdoor adventure, leadership 

training, character development and a traditional set of 

values as set out in the Scout Oath and the Scout 

Law.  If you unit does not have a plan for increasing 

membership, please feel free to contact your District 

membership chair and they will be more than happy to 

assist you in your recruiting and retention efforts.  

 Thank you for all that you do for Scouting.  Have a 

wonderful March! 

 

 

2023 Silver Beaver Recipients 

Reid  and  Melissa Watts 



 

 

2023 HONORS 

Silver Beaver Recipients - Reid and Melissa Watts 

2023 Eagle Scout Class 

James E. West Fellow - Harlow Thompson, Jeff Teagarden, Joseph Martin 

Whitney M. Young Fellow - Jeff Teagarden            Order of the Arrow - 80th Anniversary 

District Award of Merit/Monticello - John Athayde, Chris Axford 

District Award of Merit/Mountain Valley - Kathe Maneval, Jeff Nelson 

VAHC Conservation Award - Julian and Jay Moffett 

Scott Lee Distinguished Camp Service Award - Paul Hansohn 

Scouting….Vale Le Pena - Mabel Beirne 

  Distinguished Commissioner Award - Tracey Stakem 

BSA Council Alumnus of the Year - Sandon Knicely 

NESA Outstanding Eagle Scout - Matt Phillippi, Shane Eppard 

VAHC Outstanding Eagle Scout Project - Scott Block 
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  Dear Scouting Families, 

  As we have now finished February and March begins, we are in the midst of  celebrating the 

  achievements of our Scouts through our Court of Honors and Blue  and  Golds. Every merit 

  badge earned, every belt loop secured, represents dedication, per severance, and a commitment 

to learning and growth. These accomplishments not only showcase individual talents but also embody the 

values of Scouting. 

In addition to celebrating our Scouts' achievements, it's also time to start thinking about summer adventures! 

Don't forget to register for summer camp and secure your spot for an unforgettable experience filled with fun, 

learning, and camaraderie. 

Congratulations to all our Scouts on their remarkable accomplishments, and remember to register for summer 

camp! 

Yours in Scouting, 

Sue Hart - Scout Executive, susan.hart@scouting.org, (cell) 434-872-3320 
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What a month!  

 

February is a great Scouting month and I am sad to 

see it pass us by. I thoroughly enjoyed recognizing 

our 2023 Eagle Scouts as well as the efforts of some 

phenomenal volunteers who make sure that we have a 

successful program for our youth members. You 

should start keeping an eye out now for people you 

want to nominate for these awards later this year. We 

have so many deserving Scouters in our council but 

we can’t recognize them if you don’t nominate them. 

Related to this, Scouters, look into the training awards 

for your position (s). You may be surprised to learn 

what you are eligible for. We want to recognize your 

efforts in serving our youth.  

 

There are no big events in March at the council level, 

but there is still a lot going on. If you are looking at 

those training awards I mentioned, you should 

definitely attend your district roundtable. There is a 

lot of effort that goes into those to provide you with 

information and training to help you develop the 

program, so please make sure to take part in those 

important meetings.  

 

As spring barrels down upon us, encourage your 

Scouts to bring a friend along to something. Hold an 

activity that is less about requirements and more 

about having fun. Far too often we forget about that 

aspect of the program and focus on advancement, but 

what is Scouting without fun!? That’s what can make 

the difference between Scouting and other activities 

that our area youth may be a part of. We have a broad 

range of activities that we can take part in rather than 

a narrow focus and showing our Scouts (and their 

friends) that is the case will help us grow Scouting.  

Have a great month, and reach out to your 

commissioner team if you need anything! 

 

Your Friend in Scouting, 

 

Matt Phillippi - Council Commissioner 

matt.phillippi@virginiaheadwaters.org 

(cell) 540-560-2807 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year, the Virginia Headwaters Council is 

participating in the Great Community Give held by 

The Community Foundation of Harrisonburg and 

Rockingham County. This event is a 14-hour day of 

giving where we have the opportunity to win extra 

funds, find sponsors to match donations or give us 

challenges, etc.  

 

Between now and then we will be working to set all of 

this up and find sponsors for the day. If you are 

interested in helping out in any way or just want to 

learn more, please reach out to Matt Phillippi at 

matt.phillippi@virginiaheadwaters.org.  

 

To check out our profile for the event, visit https://

www.greatcommunitygive.org/organizations/virginia-

headwaters-council. 

 

 

mailto:matt.phillippi@virginiaheadwaters.org
https://www.greatcommunitygive.org/organizations/virginia-headwaters-council
https://www.greatcommunitygive.org/organizations/virginia-headwaters-council
https://www.greatcommunitygive.org/organizations/virginia-headwaters-council
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Alpha Phi Omega Eagles, an alumni group of Alpha Phi Omega composed of Eagle Scouts and supporters of 
the Boy Scouts of America, is now accepting applications for their Leaders in Service Scholarship. 
  
Any Eagle Scout applying for or attending college is eligible for a $2,000 scholarship. 
  
The deadline is April 30, 2024, with the winner being announced in June of 2024. 
  
https://apoeagles.org/programs/scholarship/application-information/ 
  
For inquiries, please contact Lee Peters, Eagle Class 1980, APO Eagles Scholarship Chair at 
lee.peters.apo@gmail.com 

                  

            ADVANCEMENT UPDATES 

  

       See the latest in Advancement News here: https:// 

       www.scouting.org/programs/scouts-bsa/advancement-

       and-awards/advancement-news/ 

        Going forward, the most up to date information is al 

       ways in the Guide to Advancement, but always feel free 

       to reach out to your District Advancement Chair with 

any questions!  The Guide can be found here: https://www.scouting.org/programs/scouts-bsa/advancement-

and-awards/resources/ 

 Cub Scouts – the program updates that start with the 2024-2025 program year are OUT!  Find them 

here: https://www.scouting.org/topics/program-updates/program-updates-cub-scouts/ 

 Scouts BSA Positions of Responsibility – so, what’s a Scribe to do?  How about Historian?  Librari-

an?  Each of these positions, all the way up to Senior Patrol Leader, have a key role in helping your unit run 

effectively, and teaching leadership and responsibility to your Scouts.  Make sure you’ve let them know 

about the unit’s expectations for these positions.  For more information, here are some resources about posi-

tions for Troop Leaders: https://troopleader.scouting.org/troop-positions/ 

 Yours in Scouting, 

Marc Monfalcone  - Chair – VAHC Advancement Committee 



 

 

Camp Shenandoah Master 

Plan Update  

Last November, a group of Scout 

leaders, Cub leaders, campers, 

former camp staff, and current 

camp staff was selected to begin 

the work of updating the camp’s master plan. The last 

master plan was approved by the County about 5 years 

ago. The special use permit expires in early April and 

an updated plan is needed so that our permit does not 

expire.   
 

The group has met three times, the last time at a 4-

hour workshop to make recommendations on any 

changes for the physical development of the camp. 

Three groups developed a set of alternatives that will 

be taken to the Council’s Executive Committee next 

month. The Executive Committee will decide on the 

plan to be taken to the County. Priorities will be 

decided at a later date.  
 

The plan will be general in nature and will be taken to 

the Augusta County Board of Zoning Appeals on 

April 3. Once approved by the County, the plan will 

provide guidance for a preliminary engineering and 

architectural study to develop cost estimates. The cost 

estimates will guide a capital campaign to raise money 

for improving the camp. It is hoped that the 

fundraising will begin early next year.  
 

This is an exciting time for Camp Shenandoah! If you 

have questions or need additional information, please 

contact Robert Clemmer, Jim Echols, Steve 

Hammond, or Mike White.   
 

Robert Clemmer  

 robert.clemmer@scouting.org 

Jim Echols 

 jeechols@verizon.net 

Steve Hammond 

 steve.hammond@hammondtownsend.com 

Mike White 

 mikewhite001@gmail.com 
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SCOUTING SCHOLARSHIPS 

Scholarships for memberships and summer camp 

are currently available for Scouts.  Scholarships 

can cover up to 50% of fees for memberships or 

for camp.   Applications will be evaluated by the 

Scholarship Committee monthly.   

Funds are limited so early application is encour-

aged. Forms can be found at  

https://drive.google.com/drive/

fold-

ers/13rvxLu6YvBJsYEhNSFbQS5vXr8eowzeh?

usp=sharing  

or by contacting  

Anne Blair  

annehwangblair@gmail.com.    

626-627-9456 

     

         THANK YOU 

 

 

to Scouts and Scouters for a successful 
Popnuts sale this past year! The numbers are in, 
and our participating units sold $142,867 worth of 
popcorn and peanuts! Unit commissions came out 
to $46,567, and our Council also earned $31,000!  

This upcoming year we hope to have an even 
better sale, and more unit participation.  We will 
also be working with a new popcorn company. 
Stay tuned!   



 

 

  Dr. Carey Usher:  cusher3@comcast.net  Jim Echols:  jeechols@verizon.net 

                                                   District Director: Robert Clemmer:  robert.clemmer@couting.org    

MOUNTAIN VALLEY District   

   District Chair: Dr. Carey Usher      District Commissioner: Jim Echols 

 
Greetings! 

 

February was a busy month here in Mountain 

Valley, with our Klondike Derby, Pinewood 

Derbies, Scout Sunday, Blue and Gold Banquets, 

adult and youth leader trainings, work days at Camp 

Shenandoah, our beautiful Council 2023 Honors 

dinner, and more. We have already seen new unit 

growth, and have had many promising 

conversations regarding new packs, Troops and 

crews throughout our 7 county area. District 

committees have developed impressive agendas for 

the year ahead, in both membership and program 

goals. 

 

During March we continue to focus on visibility of 

Scouting in the district. Unit leaders and Scouting 

Families, expect to see spring flyers making their 

way home from both elementary and middle 

schools. Send your Cubs to school in Class A and B 

uniforms on meeting days, encourage them to bring 

friends to den meetings. Parents, if you are not 

already a part of your unit leadership team or 

committee, please join. We need you! Unit Leaders, 

we expect our leads to increase this spring with 

more school and community exposure, so be sure to 

respond as quickly as you are able when you receive 

a lead notification. Also, keep an eye out for school 

spring flings, carnivals, and other community events 

(like egg hunts!) where your unit can showcase 

Scouting for our youth. Need help? Reach out to me 

or other District committee members with your 

requests, we are here to serve and support!  

 

As mentioned last month, keep an eye out for a 

spring “bring-a-friend” event currently being 

planned for our district. You’ll hear more program 

plans coming up, and be sure to sign your unit up 

for a Friends of Scouting presentation as soon as 

possible! If your unit needs assistance with 

advancement and recognition, please reach out to us. 

If you have ideas for current or new unit growth, 

please reach out to us. If you have any requests for 

support or information, please reach out to us! We 

won’t meet our district goals without each and every 

one of you.  

 

Please keep sending those unit highlights! Troops 

84 and 314 spent a fun day snowtubing on the 

slopes at Massanutten, I would love to hear about 

your adventures too! I look forward to continuing 

outreach and visiting unit meetings this spring. 

 

Yours in Scouting, 

Dr. Carey Usher, District Chair 

540-448-4302 

cusher3@comcast.net 

 

Save the Dates: 

 

Quarterly District Planning Meeting: Saturday 

March 9, 2:00 – 5:00 at the Pearce Science Center at 

Mary Baldwin University (in-person) 

 

District Committee meets the 3rd Wednesday each 

month: March 20, 7:00 p.m. (virtual) 

 

Membership 

Rally: 

Saturday 

April 13, 

9:00 – 12:00 

at BRCC (in-

person) 

 

 



 

 

MOUNTAIN VALLEY District   

   District Chair: Dr. Carey Usher      District Commissioner: Jim Echols 
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It takes a lot of work to 

keep Camp Shenandoah 

running. Almost all of that 

work is done by 

volunteers under the 

direction of the Camp 

Ranger and the Council 

Properties Committee. 

The Camp Shenandoah 

Ranger Corps will be a group of dedicated volunteers 

working side by side with Ranger and the Properties 

Committee to keep Camp safe and in good repair. 

 

The Ranger Corps hosts Work Days at Camp and 

coordinates maintenance and projects. We can also 

arrange for individual or unit projects and work 

parties upon request. 

 

We are also always looking for the skilled handy 

person and the not so skilled but eager to help 

volunteers that want to take an active role in 

maintenance of Camp Shenandoah. If you or someone 

you know is interested in lending a hand, please 

contact Paul Hansohn, pmhansohn@gmail.com. 

 

We are always in need of a variety of licensed and 

skilled tradespeople including the following: 

 

Plumber Professional Tree Trimmer  

Gas Fitter Small Engine Repair 

Electrician Automobile Mechanic 

HVAC  Light/Heavy Equipment Mechanic 

Painter  Light/Heavy Equipment Operator 

Carpenters Roofers    

Welders Landscaper 

Landscaper Commercial kitchen equipment service 

   and repair 

  

 

 

 

 

  

Watch Troop Talk Live every 
second Wednesday of the month at 
2 p.m. CT on Facebook Live for 
ideas to help your troop.  

Watch Cub Chat Live  
every Friday at 2 p.m. CT 
on Facebook Live for tips, 
tricks and ideas to help your 
den or pack.  

 

   As we progress through the  

   winter, our preparations for  

   Camp Shenandoah Summer  

   Session 2024 are moving  

   right along.  Registrations are 

   beginning to come in but if  

   you don't delay your unit can  

   still get the week of its 

choice.  All of our Senior Camp Staff (excepting the 

Aquatics Director) have been hired and many of the 

other staff positions are also filled.  But, there are 

still openings so now is time if a Scout wants to be 

on staff to apply!  Don't delay.   

 

Check out the 2024 Summer Staff on the camp 

Facebook site.  This year we will launch an 

"Express Check In" for Sundays to help the units get 

to their campsites and begin the fun sooner with less 

standing around and waiting.  Details for this will be 

out in March.  Also, the Kandle dining service will 

return this summer.  We have tweaked the menu and 

we expect the food to be better than ever.   

 

Finally, thanks to the Trading Post staff nearly all 

our inventory from the past has been sold and we 

are actively preparing for a total restocking of the 

Trading Post with lots of new gear and clothing that 

Scouts and Scouters alike will be excited to have!   

 

So, in closing, now is the time to get your units, 

Pack, Troops and Crews, signed up for Camp 

Shenandoah 2024.   

 

Come Home to Camp Shenandoah where the units 

are the focus of our service!  

https://blog.scoutingmagazine.org/trooptalklive/
https://www.facebook.com/scoutingmagazine/live_videos/
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Scouts & Scouters, 
 
Merry March! I am proud to announce that at the 
Council's 2023 Honors Dinner Shenandoah Lodge 
received a Certificate of Achievement for our 80 
years of service to the council. I am greatly honored 
to have received this certificate and come Spring 
Fellowship it will be hung in the staff lounge at 
camp.  
 

 
 
 
Later this month will be our first campout of the year: 
Spring Fellowship. Registration is live on the front 
page of our website. Spring Fellowship will be held  
at Camp Shenandoah from March 22 - 24. We have 
some fun stuff planned so I hope you can join us! 
Additionally, our Vigil Honor election meeting  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
has been moved to this event; if you plan to submit a 
Vigil nomination, please submit it soon. Vigil 
nomination info will be sent out shortly. 
 
If you are looking for an opportunity for a callout 
ceremony, our second annual Shenandoah Fest is the 

perfect opportunity for you! A free day event held 
on May 18th, Shenandoah Fest is a great event for 
scouts, non-scouts, and everyone in between to 
come see what camp and the OA is all about!  
 
You do NOT have to be a member of the Order of 
the Arrow or Scouting to attend. We are still 
looking for help running the event, so if you are in 
the OA and wish to help, please reach out to me! 
 
Lastly, if you or someone you know was recently 
elected to the Order of the Arrow, please go 
to https://www.shenandoahlodge.org/ordeal/ to 
learn more about what to do next. All elected 
Scouts and Scouters will need to attend either June 
Induction or August Inductions and go through  
their Ordeal to become a full member of the OA. 
 

See you in April!  
 
Yours in WWW, 
 
Harlow Thompson | Lodge Chief 
Wingalouchsik Gischihan  

ORDER OF THE ARROW 
SHENANDOAH LODGE #258  
chief@shenandoahlodge.org 
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National “Youth” Leadership Training 

July 14-20, 2024 

 

“If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn 

more, do more and become more, you are a leader.” 

John Quincy Adams 

 

Do you need more leaders in your Troop? 

Consider NYLT! 

 

National Youth Leadership Training (NYLT) is an 

exciting and powerful program designed to provide 

scouts 13-20 years of age with enhanced leadership 

skills training and experience they can use to lead 

themselves and others throughout the rest of their 

lives. This week-long outdoor experience for Scouts 

who are at least First Class, or a member of a Crew, 

Ship or Post, represents a month in the life of a typical 

Scout unit. 

 

To Register: 

 www.virginiaheadwaters.org/training/nylt/ 

Course Director, Beth Coogan-Golden 

(emcg2024nylt@gmail.com).  

 

 

 

 

 

2026  
NATIONAL SCOUT JAMBOREE 

 
Summit Bechtel Reserve, BSA 

Glen Jean, West Virginia 
 

Save the date! The next BSA National Scout 
Jamboree will take place from July 22 to 31, 
2026 at the Summit. 

The 2026 Jamboree will offer something for 
everyone, from rock climbing and zip-lining to 
arena stage shows and leadership training. 
Besides, the 2026 National Jamboree will 
celebrate the 250th anniversary of the United 
States of America. Scouts will have the 
opportunity to commemorate this significant 
American milestone while also participating in 
the high-adventure and other unique Jamboree 
activities that make a National Jamboree so 
memorable. Please keep an eye out for more 
information in the coming months.  

Subscribe to receive updates by going to 
https://jamboree.scouting.org/.  

For now, mark your calendars for another 
mountain-top experience. 

#bsa #boyscoutsofamerica #natjamboree26  

Take it from your Council Commissioner, the 
National Scout Jamboree is a great experience 
for Scouts and Scouters alike!  
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