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   The groundhog predicted 

   an early spring.  I sure hope 
so. I am sure all Scouters are ready to spend time in 

the outdoors without shivering.  There are still cold 

days ahead, but spring is coming, and summer is just 

around the corner. 

 On Saturday night, February 24th the Virginia 

Headwaters Council Honors event celebrated the 

accomplishments of our 2023 Eagle Scouts and 

recognized some dedicated Scouters.  The Council had 

65 Eagle Scouts last year, but only 20 or so attended 

the Honors celebration.  We need to do better.  If your 

Scout is within reach of the Eagle award this year, 

please remember to make plans for the family to 

attend the Honors event, next February 22, 2025.  It is 

a special night with the spotlight on amazing 

achievements.  

 Our Council seems to be moving forward and gaining 

momentum in our recovery.  We are currently 

working toward financial stability and our 

membership was positive for the end of last 

year.  Both finances and membership require constant 

attention to ensure that neither slips back into the 

negative.  Finances depend on our Friends of Scouting 

to be a success.  We have a luncheon on March 

4th with the eye towards raising money for our 

Council from people that support the mission of 

Scouting but are not currently involved with the 

program.  I wish we could raise all the money we need 

from such donors.  However, for the present we still 

must look to our Scouting families for donations to the 

Friends of Scouting campaign to sustain our financial 

situation.  This year our Friends of Scouting campaign 

is focused on an investment in Camp Shenandoah.  I 

know membership fees, uniforms, camp, equipment 

can add up very quickly, but please consider a 

donation this year and every year to Friends of 

Scouting.  ñOwn Your Dayò at Camp 

Shenandoah.  Consider it an investment in the 

leadership of the future.    

 Scouting is a membership organization.  If we are not 

growing, we are failing.  The more youth we have in 

our units, the more fun and adventure.  Sometimes if 

feels like Scouting is the best kept secret 

around.  Well, letôs change that.  Everyone needs to 

know what a great program we have for youth and 

adults.  Yes, we need more youth and more adult 

volunteers.  Please spread the word about the things 

our programs offer; outdoor adventure, leadership 

training, character development and a traditional set of 

values as set out in the Scout Oath and the Scout 

Law.  If you unit does not have a plan for increasing 

membership, please feel free to contact your District 

membership chair and they will be more than happy to 

assist you in your recruiting and retention efforts.  

 Thank you for all that you do for Scouting.  Have a 

wonderful March! 

 

 

2023 Silver Beaver Recipients 

Reid  and  Melissa Watts 



 

 

2023 HONORS 

Silver Beaver Recipients - Reid and Melissa Watts 

2023 Eagle Scout Class 

James E. West Fellow - Harlow Thompson, Jeff Teagarden, Joseph Martin 

Whitney M. Young Fellow - Jeff Teagarden            Order of the Arrow - 80th Anniversary 

District Award of Merit/Monticello - John Athayde, Chris Axford 

District Award of Merit/Mountain Valley - Kathe Maneval, Jeff Nelson 

VAHC Conservation Award - Julian and Jay Moffett 

Scott Lee Distinguished Camp Service Award - Paul Hansohn 

Scouting�«��Vale Le Pena - Mabel Beirne 

  Distinguished Commissioner Award - Tracey Stakem 

BSA Council Alumnus of the Year - Sandon Knicely 

NESA Outstanding Eagle Scout - Matt Phillippi, Shane Eppard 

VAHC Outstanding Eagle Scout Project - Scott Block 


